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March 20, 2021 

 

Dear PMA Team! 

 

Today, our PMA President, Nob Kalau, signed 

the Bill of Sale sent over from Samaritan’s Purse, 

and PMA is now officially the very blessed 

owner of our first King Air 200, N875SP pictured 

to the right. 

 

I just wanted to write this letter to bring everyone up to speed on what has been going on and what is coming up in 

the next few weeks/months.  Samaritan’s Purse put one man, Virgil Gottfried, in charge of handling the 

refurbishing of the planes and communicating with us about what we need to do to prepare and how we will move 

forward.  Virgil has been such a tremendous help and this whole project would not be where it is, had it not been 

for him. 

 

Virgil worked with an avionics shop and 

together they came up with a package that 

would not only be practical for our needs, 

but also current and will last a long time 

out here in the tropics.  They gutted the 

panels of both airplanes and made both 

panels essentially the same so that our 

pilots will be able to switch from one plane 

to the other without felling any different.  

Pictured is the panel of the completed 

panel of N875SP.  Modifying these panels 

was easily over $100,000 worth of work 

for each plane.  

 

Somewhere along the way, Franklin Graham, who had had a past experience with a fuel bladder bursting in flight 

asked the question about when the fuel bladders were last changed and when he discovered that it had been a 

while, he directed Virgil to replace all the fuel bladders in both aircraft.  This was at a cost of about $75,000 per 

plane.  In the process, they found a few discrepancies and were happy that that call had been made. 

 

BROCK WELGE 

Brock Welge, who is PMA’s new manager for our Palau base had wrapped up his support raising and left his job 

at Boeing, towards the end of 2020, but could not go to Palau due to the borders being closed.  So, he packed his 

family into a van and drove cross country to where the planes were being worked on.  As you may recall, 

Samaritan’s Purse not only was donating the planes but also is committed to training 3 of our pilots and 

mechanics.  Brock was the first to go through a PT6 Engine training course in Spokane, WA, and also to a day 

course on balancing the engines.  So, when he got to Tennessee, where the planes were, he was able to help with 
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some of the avionics work, he helped check the balance of the propellers, but most importantly he worked to 

organize all of our documents and fill in the gaps so that our records for these aircraft are all in good order.  Then 

Brock went to Wichita, KS to go to a Flight Safety course on King Air Maintenance and finished that course.  I 

commend Brock for all the courses he has gone through and all the hard work he has done for this project.  He has 

been such an asset to our team, and we are truly blessed to have him.   

 

PAPERWORK AND THE FAA 

When you add an aircraft to a fleet, the FAA requires you to not only revise your training manual to incorporate 

new training methods for your pilots, but also revise your General Operations Manual to incorporate changes to 

the operation.  The biggest difference is that these new planes will be operating under Instrument Flight Rules 

(IFR) instead of Visual Flight Rules (VFR) like we have been operating up to this point.  This is a big step up and 

while it makes us much more capable and versatile and safer, it also requires much more expense to subscribe to 

GPS databases and SATPhone connection, as well as frequent equipment recertification.  The Training Manual 

requirement had to be done and approved by the FAA prior to any of our pilots beginning their training.  Since we 

do not have the expertise to train our pilots, we are using a company recommended by Virgil, called FlyRight, in 

North Carolina, and they use simulators to train King Air pilots.  We ended up just taking their training manual 

and merging it into our manual along with a few other necessary changes and submitted it to the FAA, who 

approved it. 

 

There is still a lot of paperwork to be done to prepare the planes for crossing the Pacific and getting the 

Maintenance Inspections approved, but by God’s grace we are making it slowly and surely towards the finish line.  

The FAA is really helping us to accomplish our goals and it seems like we also have a lot of people along the way 

who help in little and big ways here and there to keep it going.  It’s very encouraging and also shows that someone 

greater is in control. 

 

PILOTS 

Getting pilots was one of our initial challenges and of course will continue to be a challenge.  There was a time 

when we discovered that our newest recruit Igor Zayer did not quite make the cut for hours required to fly IFR, 

that I stumbled for a second and got a bit discouraged.  But I quickly found refuge in the fact that God had dropped 

these planes in our lap and has an amazing plan in store for PMA, and surely he would not just give us planes 

without anyone to fly them.  Within a week of that assurance, the blessings began to flow in the form of Pilots.  

Virgil found Preston Huntting, a pilot with Alaska Airlines, who was on paid leave for the next six months.  

Preston has lots of King Air experience, flew for Samaritan’s Purse in Haiti and Africa, and had also crossed paths 

with PMA in the Philippines and almost joined us once before.  He was on our mailing list and had been following 

PMA since 2007.  When Virgil called him to ask for his help, he was eager to lend a hand.  Preston will be the first 

to go through our King Air training and will bring the first King Air over to Yap.  Then another pilot, Paul Rho, 

who had gone through our application process and joined PMA, but had put the brakes on due to certain life 

circumstances, called us and said he was ready to join.  Paul has enough hours to go through the King Air training 

and will be doing the training later in the summer.  So by the end of summer after the second plane is brought over 

to Yap, and Preston heads back home back to his old “boring” job,       PMA will settle into it’s new operation 

with 3 pilots based in Yap (Amos, Igor and Paul) and Brock will be in Palau with the crew that has been holding 

that base together for the last year (Stephen, CJ, Monet) and we hope to also have a new Intern who will also be 

PMA’s first lady pilot, Melody Coleman. 
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FERRY FLIGHT 

Our plan to ferry the plane across the Pacific came from a man who has given us much advice about King Airs 

over the last two years.  Dylan Fast is a Chirstian man who operates a company called Fast Air in Canada and 

owns 15 King Air 200’s.  As a personal ministry he helps mission organizations ferry aircraft across the oceans to 

their destinations and often does it with his wife who is also a pilot.  Dylan had told me long ago that he would like 

to help us move these planes when the time came.  So, when we narrowed down the date, he was so disappointed 

that he had already committed to ferrying two aircraft for MAF in the same month.  To do three would not be 

possible.  So, we went looking for other options.  We had Plan B fall through, then Plan C, and then finally I 

contacted my friends at JAARS, and they passed the word around until Keith Hibbard answered the call.  Keith 

Hibbard, who is eager to help us and has 4-5 Atlantic crossings under his belt.  Keith is a pilot wo was a 

missionary in Indonesia, Philippines and also flew in Afghanistan for Dynamic Aviation.   He came highly 

recommended by a friend of Virgil’s and incidentally is known by me, Virgil and Preston as well.  This mission 

world can be very small.   

 

Preston will finish his training on April 5, and the plane still has to go through An FAA Conformity check and a 

flight check by the FAA in Fargo, ND before plane and pilot are finally put onto our certificate.  After Fargo, the 

ferry flight begins.  The exact route to Anchorage is not set in stone, but the rest of the route after that is.   

 
Preston’s family and Brocks family will fly commercially to Guam and arrive a couple days prior to the King Air.  

Preston, and Keith and Brock will fly from North Carolina, to Fargo, to Anchorage, Adak, Russia, Sapporo, 

Okinawa, and then to Guam.  Keith will get off and return home commercially.  Preston and Brock’s families will 

board the plane and fly the last two hour leg from Guam to Palau & Yap.  The FSM National Task Force denied us 

entry for both families to come to Yap as we had wanted.   So we are working with them to allow Preston’s family 

in to Yap, and Brock’s family we will take to Palau.  Please pray for this whole plan as we are still in 

negotiations to get the permissions for both families to enter both countries.  
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QUARANTINE IN YAP 

The borders of Yap. FSM and Palau, have been 

closed for the past year except for essential 

workers.  This is the loophole that we are using to 

bring the plane and the families in.  Yap State, 

considers PMA’s service as essential and had for a 

long time told me that when the planes are ready 

to come that they will permit its entry.  So as the 

time neared, I submitted a plan to the task force 

indicating that we would take all the necessary 

precautions to mitigate the risk.  PMA has an 

apartment right next to the airport.  We have been 

working hard to get it ready for our new families 

coming.  We replaced the roof, and the downstairs 

kitchen which had been eaten by termites is being 

completely remodeled.  Many of the interior doors 

downstairs also need to be replaced due to termites.   

When the plane arrives, Preston’s family will disembark and walk straight to the house for 14 days quarantine.  

We will make a fence at the south of the yard and a virtual fence around the house so that our “detainees” can at 

least walk outside and into the yard without danger of contacting other people. 

 

 

 

PMA 

HANGAR 

 

PMA 

HOUSE 
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While their family is in quarantine, we will bring the plane into the hangar and tape it off and paint it with our new 

PMA Blue and Teal colors, so that when everyone is out of quarantine, we can begin flight operations.  I will be 

orienting Preston on the operation and accompanying him on flights in the King Air to the different islands we 

service.   

 

Once Preston’s training and orientation is complete (I expect it will take only a few weeks) I will be free to head 

stateside for my training.  I will begin by going to Mission Aviation Training Academy (MATA) in Arlington, WA 

for an IFR refresher.  Having flown VFR for the last 16 years in Yap, I need some training before I go to King Air 

school.  After MATA, I will do a week in Spokane, WA for PT6 engine training as well as a day in Portland for 

the balance equipment training.  Then it’s over to Wichita, KS for the King Air 200 Maintenance training before 

heading to North Carolina for the King Air flight training.   

 

Igor, who needs some nighttime, and some cross country time will make his way to the U.S. from Germany, and 

will knock out some of those hours.  Our goal is to be doing the King Air training around the same time, and when 

we are done, we will do the same plan to ferry PMA’s 2nd King Air B200 N468SP to Yap.  We will fly to Fargo, 

ND for the FAA checks and then we will hook up with Dylan Fast who will accompany us to Guam.  In Guam 

Dylan will depart for Canada commercially, and Igor’s wife Maya, who will have flown into Guam commercially, 

will board the plane with us and fly the last leg to Yap, where we will quarantine for 2 weeks, unless the 

restrictions have become less stringent. 

 

And finally, Paul Rho who will at some point in the summer do his King Air training, will go to his son’s wedding 

in September and then after that will head to Yap with his wife Rachael.  By then, we hope the borders will be 

open and we can get him in much simpler than the previous trips. 

 

On a side note, Samaritan’s Purse has been in the process of planning for Operation Christmas Child in the Pacific.  

Last month, we had a zoom meeting with the leaders of that project and me and our President Nob, and they were 

expressing their desire to partner with us in this region for the distribution of their shoebox ministry.  We laid out 

all of our capabilities, not only to receive the containers of shoeboxes that they will send, but to store them until 

they are ready to distribute.  Then we would also partner with them in the distribution via aircraft, and ships 

throughout the islands of Micronesia and Palau.  Won’t it be great that when they are ready to move at the end of 

2021, that we will have the two King Airs on site ready to move these items. 

 

God has truly blessed us.  Let us give all praise and glory to Him who has not only provided us with these 

beautiful aircraft, but also pilots and mechanics.  We are super excited for this upgrade and what the future holds 

for Yap, Palau and this entire Micronesian region. 

 

God Bless you all and thank you for the part that you play in this team.  I am grateful for each of you. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Amos 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE GOVERNMENTS TO APPROVE OUR PLANS TO BRING IN THESE TWO FAMILIES. 
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