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August 5, 2020 

 

Dear Student, 

 

We are really excited to be welcoming students back to campus in just a few weeks for the return to in-

person classes!  The staff is praying and working hard to prepare for a safe and productive semester, 

where we ALL continue to be transformed by the Holy Spirit to be more like the Son (Jesus) for the glory 

of the Father! 

 

Due to the continued outbreak of COVID-19, Indian Bible College is responding with the following 

protocols for fall semester 2020. Please take the time to thoroughly read through this letter as it addresses 

many of the questions you may have regarding your return or arrival on campus. We want to help provide 

clarity and confidence for you as a student and for your families.   

 We follow CDC rules quite closely.  Distancing and/or mask-wearing is the norm on campus, 

sanitizing all public surfaces, maximizing outdoor meetings, etc.  As you know, however, CDC 

regularly changes their expectations, and keeping up with it can be quite a challenge!  We will 

continue to monitor these protocols carefully. 

 We are in the interview process with a Christian Nurse Practitioner to maintain a health clinic 

on campus a few hours each week to provide on-site medical care for students!  We hope to 

have that operating 2-3 hours a day, at least two days a week in the fall, and plan to continue it 

even after COVID rates drop off.  And we are even exploring doing on-site testing for COVID-

19! 

 A "community covenant" for dorm students will be signed this year, which includes a 

commitment to cleanliness, and financial penalties for those who don't do their "dorm chores" 

or wash their dishes regularly. 

 We will maximize single occupancy bedrooms to minimize the spread of COVID; the only 

roommate arrangements will be in rooms large enough to have students' beds on opposite sides 

of the room.  

 Regular classes begin August 31
st
.  This is a week later than normal to allow for isolation and 

COVID testing for all new and returning students coming to campus BEFORE any indoor 

group activities begin.  Isolation means a period to watch for symptoms with distancing 

and mask-wearing in the dorms; we will have a daily outdoor activity (w/ lunch!). 

 Returning students, FOR ADVANCED DISCIPLESHIP (credit/audit) need to be on campus 

August 14
th
 to begin your isolation and get the COVID test back before the course begins on 

August 21
st
. 

 Returning student leaders need to be on campus August 17
th
 to begin your isolation and get the 

COVID test back before student leader training on the 24
th
. 

 All other RETURNING students (non-leaders) need to be on campus August 24
th
 to begin your 

isolation and get the COVID test back before classes begin on the 31
st
. 

 Due to COVID, online classes ARE available for the fall semester for a few students who are 

not able/willing to return to campus.  There will be a $500 “technology fee” per full-time 

online student, as teaching students in-person and remotely takes a lot of extra time and 

money.  This will specifically help us cover the extra costs of hiring Teaching Assistants to 
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provide support for online students.  We recommend being ON campus for Bachelor students 

as leadership training doesn’t work very well over a computer screen.   

 Dorm students are considered "sheltered in place" in the dorms (meaning they don’t have to 

wear masks and keep distancing).  This is why we are taking such precautions to make sure 

students aren’t at risk of transmitting COVID to each other. But students also have the option 

of setting boundaries to protect their health, if they wish. 

 Returning students need to inform Student Life (Josh or Coreen) of their plans for fall (on-site 

or online) by Monday, August 10
th

 so we know how much housing we can offer to new 

students.  Questions regarding this letter can be directed to Student Life staff. 

Please familiarize yourself with the following: 

 

COVID concerns. 

All student health concerns (and concerns about COVID exposure, symptoms, etc.) will be handled by 

Student Life.  Female students will contact Coreen; male students will contact Josh (or Clint).   

 

Terminology 

Beginning immediately we will use the term "isolation" for the period where a person isolates to watch 

for the possibility of COVID symptoms, which usually present in 3-5 days after exposure; students can do 

this in their dorm room (if they are in a single room).  "Quarantine" is the term we will use for someone 

who actually HAS COVID (or is showing symptoms), and for students it will typically mean removing 

themselves from the dorm until they are no longer at risk of exposing others. 

 

Length of Isolation or Quarantine 

The isolation period will be seven days if accompanied by a negative COVID test, and 10 days without a 

test.  A COVID quarantine period will last until several days after primary symptoms cease. 

 

Student Isolation Concerns 

You will need to do a seven-day isolation if you travel overnight out of state, have knowingly been 

exposed to someone with COVID, or have concerning symptoms and are waiting for test 

results.  Weekend trips or out-of-town (in-state) trips will be handled case-by-case, depending on 

precautions that are taken.  If the student has taken all means to minimize exposure (distancing, masks, 

etc.) then an isolation won't be necessary.  If the student is NOT taking precautions, isolation may be 

required.  But all out-of-town trips must be communicated ahead of time to Student Life so they can help 

you know what the impact or consequences might be. 

 

Prayer Needed! 

These protocols will be in place for the start of the school year, and will continue into the fall as long as 

COVID-levels remain high around the SW.  They are subject to change in late September or October if 

COVID rates are significantly lower.  Please continue to pray for the Administrative Team and President's 

Cabinet, as we need "wisdom from above" in these challenging times. 
 

Gratefully under Christ’s rule (not—and never—under COVID’s), 

 

Dr. Jason Koppen and the President’s Cabinet (Clint, Luckie, Gene, Bob, Coreen, Daniel, Martha, and Josh M.) 
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